






























Digitally-focused  |  Humanity-centric

The DAE Learning Funnel
Digital career development programs that meet students where they are. 
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The core purpose of DAE’s partnership with NHPS was 
to expose New Haven High School students to 

computer science and technology as meaningful and 
attainable career options – and to accelerate both their 

passion and their skillset in software engineering.
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Which students do we target?

the smartest
the best public speakers

the most social
the best students

the most committed to using technology 
to have a positive impact in the world
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2023 Results…
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There are 10 graduating seniors in our current NHV cohort.

All 10 have committed to going to college.

8 of 10 are planning to major in Computer Science.

7 of those 8 previously had not been exposed to / 
weren’t engaged with CS as a career option.
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2023 Results…
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“I’m majoring in Computer Science in college and DAE has really helped me prepare. I didn’t know anything before I started, 
it helped give me an inside look on computer science and inspired me to do a lot more designing and figuring out what I was 
capable of.” 
– Johanna, senior at Wilbur Cross

“DAE got me interested in Computer Science, I want to be a Software Engineer when I graduate from college.” 
– Allison, senior at HSC

“DAE is the major reason I’m majoring in Computer Science at UNH, this program really helped me get the skills I need.” 
– Krish, senior at Wilbur Cross

“DAE helped me figure out that I liked Computer Science and now I’m going to major in it in college. Everyone’s been super 
supportive and it’s a great environment—it’s my safe spot.” 
– Yanit, senior at Wilbur Cross

“I love coding because it gives you a chance to learn new ways to solve tough problems. DAE helped me figure out that I’m 
going to major in Computer Science when I get to college.” 
– Maranyely, senior at Career

“I always wanted to get into engineering, but DAE helped me decide that I wanted to go into Computer Science. DAE helped 
me realize that Computer Science was something I could succeed in.” 
- Diego, Junior at Wilbur Cross
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226 total micro-credentials awarded

Average of ~7 credentials per student

2023 Results (credentials granted)
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Generalist 
Credentials

Students

Figma 1 21

HTML 1 21

CSS 1 21

Jquery 1 21

Bootstrap 1 21

React 1 17

Firebase 1 17

Total 139

There are 31 total NHPS students 
participating in the program, 21 in our 
Generalist program and 10 in the more 

advanced Specialist Program.

Specialist Credentials Students

Unix I 10

Version Control 10

Javascript 10

FE: HTML 2 3

FE: CSS 2 3

FE: Javascript 2 3

BE: PHP 1 7

BE: SQL 1 7

BE: PHP 2 7

BE: SQL 2 7

Python 10

Total 87

Please note that not all students began 
the program with enough time to 
complete all modules.

Please note that Specialist students choose 
between a Front-End (FE) or Back-End (BE) 
track and therefore will not receive every 
credential.
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The partnership is a success but… 
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o From our conversations with students and teachers it’s clear that students 
and families either don’t know about DAE or haven’t yet been exposed to 
computer science in a way that has it seem like a viable and engaging 
pursuit.

o But when students do learn about and experience computer science –and 
the DAE culture - they’re hooked!
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8th Grade Field Trips
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o We hosted about 100 students from Hill 
Central, Truman School, and Conte West 
Hills in April and May.

o After just two hours at DAE, students 
were energized, excited and eager to 
learn about how they can join the 
program once they get to high school.

o Teachers and guidance counselors who 
attended, including Kelly Casey from 
Truman School and Amy Giddings from 
Hill Central were also eager to share more 
about DAE with their students.
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For 2023-2024 we need to focus on 
broadening and deepening awareness, 
not (solely) through “marketing”, but 

through micro-experiences
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AWARENESS
Program
(2 weeks)

LITERACY
Program
(6 weeks)

COMPETENCY
Programs

(1 year)

Eligible
Population

(Grade 8-12)

Higher
Education

Workforce

or

DAE provides programs for learners at all stage of readiness. Our learning funnel approach will allow 
individuals to enter development for digital careers in a way that maximizes the likelihood of their success.

The Awareness program lets 
students explore digital subject 

areas to get a better idea of 
what they can do with tech. By 

the end of the program 
students will understand the 
variety of digital careers and 

skills you can prepare for.

The Literacy program lets 
students go deep digital subject 

areas to determine how they can 
level up their skills. By the end of 
the program students will have 
developed foundational skills in 
multiple digital fields & created 

their first digital product.

The Competency programs provide 
learners with broad and deep skills 

to prepare for development in 
high-demand digital careers and 

enter higher education with 
significantly higher capabilities than 

their peers. Students earn micro-
credentials in a variety of 

programing languages & build a 
portfolio of digital products 

(High School only)
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AWARENESS
Program
(2 weeks)

LITERACY
Program
(6 weeks)

COMPETENCY
Programs
(1 year)

Eligible
Population

(8-12 grade)

Proposal for Academic Years 2023-2026 (all years are Sept – June)
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Proposal for 2023-2026

1. Matching funding from NHPS for 2023-2024 & 2024-2025

• 2023-2024: $637,500 total cost; NHPS investment of $360,000 (remainder of 
costs covered through other grants and discounts that dae has already 
secured). 
This will cover all costs for all programs detailed in the previous slide (165 
total students ranging from 8th through 12 grade across the three programs)
Detailed breakdown of costs available on request.

2. Formal partnership from NHPS to secure Foundation and Federal grants to fund 
2025-2026 and beyond
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